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Appendix B 

 

Directions for MBSP Concepts and Applications 

 

FORM 1 

 

(Say to the students:) 

 

“Turn to page 1 in your booklet.  This is the first orange/yellow page.  Keep your pencils 

down.  Please listen to these directions and wait until I tell you to begin.”   

 

“This test has three pages and ___ problems.  You will have ___ minutes to do as many 

of them as you can.” 

 

“Work carefully and do the best you can.  When you begin, start at the top left. (Point) 

Work down the page. (Show direction on page)  Some problems will be easy for you; 

others will be harder.  When you come to a problem that’s hard for you, skip it, and come 

back to it later.  When you finish the first column, go on to the second column. (Show on 

page)  Then move on to the second page, and then the third page.” 

 

“Go through the entire test doing the easy problems.  Then go back and try the harder 

ones.”   

 

“There are some special kinds of problems I want to tell you about. Some questions are 

multiple choice questions with a letter next to each choice of an answer.  For multiple 

choice questions, you write the letter in the blank, not the answer.  Some problems have 

more than one blank.  You get credit for each blank that you answer, so be sure to fill in 

as many as you can.  Finally, the answers to some problems on this test are an amount of 

money.  When you write your answers, be sure to use the correct symbols for money.” 

 

“Remember that you should work down each column, skipping harder problems at first.  

After you have finished the easier problems on all three pages, then go back to the 

beginning and try the harder ones.” 

 

“If you come to a page that says STOP in the middle of it, then STOP.  You can flip back 

and check for problems in the orange/yellow section that you have not done.  Stay in the 

orange/yellow section only.” 

 

“You will have ___ minutes to work.  Are there any questions?” 

 

“Ready?  Begin.”  (Start stopwatch as you say BEGIN.) 

 

(After ___ minutes, say:) 

 

“Stop.  Thank you, put your pencil down.  Turn to page 5 in your booklet.” 
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FORM 2  

 

(Say to the students:) 

 

“Now you will try another test of three pages and ___ problems.  This test is on white 

paper only.  Work down each column.  Remember, when you come to a problem that’s 

hard for you, skip it, and come back to it later.  After you have done all the easy problems 

on all three pages, then go back and try the harder problems.”  

 

“If you come to a page that says STOP in the middle of it, then STOP.  You can flip back 

and check for problems in the green section that you have not done.  Stay in the white 

section only.” 

 

 Ready?  Begin.”  (Start stopwatch as you say BEGIN.) 

 

(After ___ minutes, say:) 

 

“Stop.  Thank you, put your pencil down and close the packet.  We are done.” 
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Appendix C  

 

Teacher Rating Scale for Students’ Math Proficiency 
 

For each student below, please rate his or her general proficiency in math relative 

to other students in your class.   

Try to spread student ratings across the full range of the scale, not clustering 

students only in the middle or toward one end.   

Thank you for your help! 
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